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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MN-S government proud to open Dumont Lodge as tribute to ancestors,
learning ground for youth

July 3, 2024 - Batoche, SK — Two years ago, Elder Albert LeClair had an idea for
a special place where Elders felt comfortable, at home, and could help Métis
children and youth reconnect to the land through their Métis traditions, culture,
values, and language. Today, that vision is a reality with the opening of Dumont
Lodge on the sacred grounds of Batoche.

“By reconnecting Métis children and youth, they have a sense of pride in their
culture, they can learn from their Elders, and carry on our traditions with their own
children. In doing so, we help shape them to become our leaders of tomorrow.”
said Elder Albert LeClair. “Dumont Lodge is the ideal structure in the perfect
location to allow for that. | couldn’t be more pleased with the outcome. This is
exactly what | envisioned.”

Métis Nation—Saskatchewan (MN-S) partnered with Urban Programming for
Indigenous Peoples (UPIP) and fostered inter-ministerial cooperation with MN-S
Infrastructure and Housing, Early Learning and Child Care, and Culture and
Heritage for the construction of the $8 million, 18,000-square-foot building. 3twenty
Modular designed and built the new building from top to bottom, and collaborated
with MN-S citizen Jason Surkan, who owns SOLO Architecture, to ensure Métis
culture was represented throughout the building. Métis tradespeople and
subcontractors contributed to the construction of the project from start to finish.

“Every inch of Dumont Lodge speaks of Métis identity, culture, values and
language to me,” said MN-S President Glen McCallum. “This building represents
where we as Métis people have come from, and the involvement of our youth is
proof that we are heading in the right direction. With the guidance of our Elders,
our Nation and our Métis culture are in good hands. This is our moment to
immerse visitors to Batoche this summer in Métis tradition and history in every
sense.”

Vice President and Minister of Lands and Environment Michelle LeClair said, “The
location of Dumont Lodge was carefully selected for its connection to the land —
nestled in the forest and rolling hills of Batoche. The tranquility of this region is far
removed from the storied history, but teachings will be passed to our youth in the
perfect environment. The building and location along with the multi-use capabilities
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of the Lodge will allow the MN-S to showcase our culture to governments,
industry, and those wishing to host corporate events.”

Dumont Lodge is a representation of what the MN-S government and its citizens
can do together for the benefit of our Nation. With Kishchi Maashinaayikun
Ooshchi Michif - the Sacred Document from the Michif, Métis people are on a
clear, Saskatchewan-made path to self-government that will secure resources to
ensure MN-S programs and services remain for generations. Dumont Lodge
represents Métis past, present, and future in Saskatchewan. This is our moment.
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About Métis Nation—-Saskatchewan:

Métis Nation—Saskatchewan (MN-S) is built on a foundation of Métis identity,
culture, values, and language. Empowered by the Métis within Saskatchewan,
MN-S works to advance Métis rights and strengthen capacity. MN-S represents
the political, socioeconomic, cultural, and educational interests of the Métis in the
province through an elected representative system at local, regional, and provincial
levels. Social media Links: @MNSask, @metisnationsask

For media inquiries:
Rena Montgomerie — MN-S Senior Communications Officer
r.montgomerie@mns.work or 306-250-1092
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