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MN-S declares State of Emergency - Calls for immediate action to address
alcohol, drugs, gangs, and violence crisis

August 21, 2025 — Heartland of the Métis and Treaty 6 Territory, Saskatoon,
SK — Métis Nation—Saskatchewan (MN-S) has declared a State of Emergency on
alcohol, drugs, gangs, and violence devastating Métis communities across
Saskatchewan. Leaders warned that without immediate, coordinated action -
including the creation of culturally appropriate, land-based treatment centres -
more lives will be lost and more families affected.

Passed by the Provincial Métis Council (PMC) this week, the resolution empowers
the MN-S government to engage with the province and Canada to provide
resources that support community-led initiatives to help address the emergency
and establish culturally grounded solutions to curtail addictions and violence in
Saskatchewan.

The issue was brought forward by MN—S Justice Minister Brennan Merasty. In
introducing the resolution, he said, “Institutional concepts will not heal our people.
It is discovering our spirit through identity, culture, values, and language that will
carry us forward. It will ground us, it will give us the balance that we need in
everyday life and more importantly a connection with purpose. Then we can say,
“‘Kay nantaw itinta!”

MN-S President Glen McCallum said, “Over 30 years ago, Pinehouse was dubbed
the ‘drinking capital of Canada’. The community came together and established the
‘Recovery Lake Program’ which is land-based treatment that has helped turn
things around for our Métis citizens and their families. The blueprint is there. Let’s
get to work, collaborate with our provincial and federal partners, and build upon
that foundation.”

Calling it a province-wide epidemic, MN-S Mental Health and Addictions Minister
Beverly Fullerton said, “Addictions are fueling a cycle of incarceration and broken
families—90% of incarcerated individuals are Indigenous. This is not sustainable.
We must act now. We will develop land-based, distinctions-based programs that

honour Métis culture and save lives”.

MN-S is ready to respond. Discussions are already underway with communities
around Batoche to establish a land-based treatment facility. With immediate
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commitments from Canada, Saskatchewan, and community leaders, construction
can begin.
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About Métis Nation—Saskatchewan:

Métis Nation—Saskatchewan (MN-S) is built on a foundation of Métis identity,
culture, values and language. Empowered by the Métis citizens of Saskatchewan,
MN-S works to advance Métis rights and strengthen capacity. MN-S represents
the political, socioeconomic, cultural and educational interests of Métis in the
province through an elected representative system at local, regional and provincial
levels. Social Media Links: @MNSask, @metisnationsask

For media inquiries:
Rena Montgomerie — MN-S Communications Manager
r.montgomerie@mns.ca or 306-250-1092 or 1-877-MétisSK
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